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What Do You Need to Graduate in Ontario? 

Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) 

30 Credits = 

18 Compulsory Credits 
12 Elective / Optional 

Credits 

Literacy Requirement 
(OSSLT or OLC4O) 

40 Hours of Community 
Service 



Plan Your Future Pathway  

University  College  

Prerequisites: 
 

● OSSD 
● 6 U (University) level, or M (Mixed) level 

courses 
● O (Open) courses not counted as part of a 

university’s “Top 6” admission average  

Prerequisites: 
 

● OSSD 
● U (University), M (Mixed), O (Open) level 

courses accepted 
 



Course Selection (Gr. 12) 

● Students in Grade 12 are required to take a minimum of 6 COURSES 

including one English course 

● However, it is recommended that students with only 24 credits (at the end of 

grade 11) take 7 courses minimum in grade 12 

● In order to graduate with the OSSD, students must have a total of 30 credits 

(18 compulsory + 12 elective) 

● Students require a minimum of six (6) Grade 12 University (4U) or 

University/College (4M) courses for admission to an Ontario university and 

college  

● Students should check https://www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca/ and 

https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en/ for the admissions requirements for 

specific programs at Ontario universities/colleges and choose courses 

accordingly 

http://www.electronicinfo.ca/
https://www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca/
https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en/


Plan Your Future Path 



Plan Your Future Path 

University Program  
English 

(ENG4U) 

Advanced 
Functions 
(MHF4U) 

Calculus 
and Vectors  
(MCV4U) 

Biology 
(SBI4U) 

Chemistry 
(SCH4U) 

Physics 
(SPH4U) 

Visual Art 
(AVI4M) 

Architecture ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Arts, Social Sciences, Humanities  ✓ 

Business ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Computer Science ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Engineering ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Kinesiology ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Physical Sciences ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Physical Health and Education ✓ ✓ 

Sciences, Life Sciences, Medical Sciences ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Social Sciences (Economics) ✓ ✓ 



Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities  

Post-Secondary Pathways 

ENG3U      
English  11 

ENG4U      
English 12 

ENG1D → ENG2D 

+ FIVE 12 
U/M 

Credits 

Although there tend to not be as many required courses for admission to 
programs in these disciplines, taking a varied selection of courses in 
high school will help students focus their areas of interest in university.  
 
Students interested in the Arts are encouraged to consider taking the 
following subjects: 
 

● ETS4U – Studies in Literature 
● EWC4U – Writer’s Craft 
● LVV4U – Classical Civilizations 
● HZT4U – Philosophy 
● HSB4U – Challenge and Change 
● CHY4U – World History: The West & the World 
● CGW4U – Canadian and World Issues 
● CPW4U – Canadian and International Politics 
● CLN4U – Canadian and International Law 

 



Architectural Studies/Architecture 

Post-Secondary Pathways 

MCR3U     
Functions 11 

ENG3U      
English 11 

MHF4U     
Advanced Functions 12 

AVI3U          
Visual Arts 11 

 

SPH3U 
Physics 11 

 ENG4U      
English 12 

MCV4U    
Calculus and Vectors 12 

AVI4U          
Visual Arts 12 

SPH4U        
Physics 11 

MPM1D → MPM2D ENG1D → ENG2D AVI1O → AVI2O SNC1D → SNC2D 

+ ONE 12 
U/M 

Credit 



Business Studies and Commerce 

Post-Secondary Pathways 

MCR3U     
Functions 11 

ENG3U      
English 11 

MHF4U     
Advanced Functions 12 

ENG4U      
English 12 

MCV4U*    
Calculus and Vectors 12 

MPM1D → MPM2D ENG1D → ENG2D Although not required, students interested in 
BUSINESS are encouraged to take: 
 
Grade 11 

● BAF3M – Financial Accounting 
Fundamentals 

● CIE3M – Economics: The Individual 
and the Economy 

● BBB4M – International Business 
Fundamentals 
 

Grade 12 
● BOH4M – Business Leadership 
● CIA4U – Analyzing Current Economic 

Issues 
● BAT4M – Financial Accounting 

Principles 
 
 
 

+ THREE 
12 U/M 
Credits 

*Some universities may accept Data 
Management (MDM4U) as a 
substitute 
 



Engineering  

Post-Secondary Pathways 

MCR3U     
Functions 11 

ENG3U      
English 11 

MHF4U     
Advanced Functions 12 

SPH3U 
Physics 11 

 ENG4U      
English 12 

MCV4U    
Calculus and Vectors 12 

SPH4U        
Physics 12 

MPM1D → MPM2D ENG1D → ENG2D SNC1D → SNC2D 

+ ONE  
12 U/M 
Credit 

SCH3U 
Chemistry 11 

 SCH4U        
Chemistry 12 



Computer Science 

Post-Secondary Pathways 

MCR3U     
Functions 11 

ENG3U      
English 11 

MHF4U     
Advanced Functions 12 

SPH3U 
Physics 11 

 ENG4U      
English 12 

MCV4U    
Calculus and Vectors 12 

SPH4U        
Physics 11 

MPM1D → MPM2D ENG1D→ ENG2D SNC1D→ SNC2D 

+ TWO 
12 U/M 
Credits 

Although not required, students 
interested in COMPUTER 
SCIENCE are encouraged to take: 
 
Grade 11 

● ICS3U - Computer Science  
● TGJ3M - Communications 

Technology 11 
● TEJ3M - Computer 

Engineering Technology 
 

Grade 12 
● ICS4U - Computer Science 
● TGJ4M - Communications 

Technology 12 



Life/Medical Science   

Post-Secondary Pathways 

MCR3U     
Functions 11 

ENG3U      
English 11 

MHF4U     
Advanced Functions 12 

SBI3U 
Biology 11 

 ENG4U      
English 12 

MCV4U    
Calculus and Vectors 12 

SBI4U        
Biology 12 

MPM1D → MPM2D ENG1D → ENG2D SNC1D → SNC2D 

+ ONE  
12 U/M 
Credit 

SCH3U 
Chemistry 11 

 SCH4U        
Chemistry 11 



Course Selection (Gr. 12) 

COMPULSORY COURSES 

All Grade 12 students are required to take 
the following course: 

1 English 12 (ENG4U)* 

ELECTIVE COURSES 

Students must select at least five (5) electives courses. Students can select a 
maximum of seven (7) elective courses. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

*Students who have already taken 
ENG4U will be required to take EWC4U 
or ETS4U as per school policy.   



Course Selection (Gr. 12) 

The Arts  Classical Studies French as a Second Language  International Languages 

❐  Dramatic Art (ADA4M)  
❐  Visual Arts (AVI4M)  
❐  Music (AMU4M) 

❐   Classical Civilizations 
(LVV4U)   
 

❐  Core French (FSF4U)     
 

❐  Spanish Level 3 (LWSDU)  

Business Studies Computer Studies & Technology Health and Physical Education  Mathematics 

❐  Financial Accounting 
Principles (BAT4M) 
❐  International Business 
(BBB4M) ❐  Business Leadership 
(BOH4M)       

❐   Computer Science (ICS4U) 
❐   Communications Technology  
(TGJ4M) 

❐  Personal and Fitness Activities 
(PAF4O) 
❐  Exercise Science (PSK4U) 

❐  Advanced Functions (MHF4U) 
❐  Calculus & Vectors (MCV4U) 
❐  Data Management (MDM4U) 

Canadian and World Studies English Humanities and Social Sciences Science 

❐  Analyzing Current Economic 
Issues (CIA4U)     
❐  Canadian & World Issues: A 
Geographic Analysis (CGW4U)     
❐  World History: The West & the 
World (CHY4U) 
❐  Canadian and International 
Law (CLN4U)     
❐  Canadian and World Politics 
(CPW4U) 

❐  English Literature (ETS4U) 
❐  The Writer’s Craft (EWC4U)  

❐  Challenge and Change in 
Society (HSB4U) 
❐  Philosophy: Questions and 
Theories (HZT4U) 

❐  Biology (SBI4U) 
❐  Chemistry (SCH4U) 
❐  Physics (SPH4U) 
❐  Earth and Space Science 
(SES4U) 



● XELLO 

○ https://auth.xello.world/Goog

le/Student/70071570-ba5c-

4697-b145-8d81be3fdcac 

● Deadline to submit course 
selection 
○ Thursday March 5th  
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