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BY: GEORGIA GARDNER, ‘19
Imagine being hunted down like a
wild animal. Imagine not being able

to leave your house without the fear
of death dancing around your every
thought. Think about what it would

be like to be separated from your
family, working in hideous concen-
tration camps until you could not

bear to work anymore. Imagine life
escaping your every move while you
tried to stay strong. Imagine that you
werendt even
your own community. After many
decades of remembering and surviv-
ing, would you go back to the place
that lit the fire?
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World War Il impacted the lives of
Jews everywhere, but do we ever
stop to think about how it may have
had an impact on life in Germany
today? As one of eight delegates
from the United States and Canada,
our Head of Social Science, Mr. Mas-
ters, visited Berlin to find out about
Jewish life in Ger-

The trip was spent focusing on the
history of the Holocaust, while
incorporating the current forms of
anti-Semitism that still exists in
Germany and Europe.

In discussing the importance of
Jewish life in Germany today, Mr.
Master sd r ebtgnkihse
surprises people to know that
Jewish life in Germany is re-
bounding. The community is
small but growing; in recent years,
many young Israelis have relo-
cated to Berlin, and rabbinical
training has recommenced. That
said, there are still issues with anti
-Semitism, and a few hateful poli-
ticians and people continue to
speak out. o

After attending this remarkably
insightful trip, Mr. Masters will be
able to teach students about the
Holocaust with additional insight,
being someone who saw the ex-
perience and obsta-

many: 0. . .1t

On this trip, partici-
Bagts istied his-
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Jidisches Museum,
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to know that Jewish
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Bundestag, Bundes- gro Wi n g. o)

sSsur p
ple first-hand.

While visiting the
Topography of Ter-
ror, Mr. Masters
received informa-
tion about the Holo-
caust through the
eyes of someone

Innern, Landesin-

stitut fur Schule und Medien Berlin -
Brandenburg, Zentralrat der Juden

in Deutschland, Topography of Ter-
ror (& museum built on the grounds
of the Nazi secret police HQ) and
Sachsenhausen concentration camp.

When Mr. Masters was asked about
this | ast
be able to walk through a place like
that, following in the footsteps of the
Padé&nehses was

historic

power ful?

else with an inter-
esting history.
was the son of a German World
War Il veteran. He approached
Germany's wartime history from
the perspective of a son, trying to
understand his father. Postwar
generations clearly felt guilt over
their parents' (in)actions, and his
&uldiesShklfed to unbofer thad | d
past, 6 Mr.
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DON'T GO THERE!

BY: TAYLOR FRANKFORT, ‘17

Earlier this month, Crestwood had a very special guest

who managed to touch each
McLean visited the school to talk to the students about
a very important issue for students at all schools: bully-

ing.

With his humor and charismatic personality, Anthony
easily garnered the attention of each student, teacher,
and parent in the room. He did what no other anti -
bullying activist could do: he admitted to giving some
of his peers a ohard ti me
he made amends to some of his classmates who he tor-
mented in high school.

The reason he was an effective and inspiring speaker time. He spoke about the impact a by-stander has on a
was that he was able to relate to and make a connec- situation. Usually people tend to think that if they are
tions with everyone in the room. Most people who lead  not doing anything or are not involved in the situation,
seminars on bullying do not make an effort to imply  that they are not doing anything wrong. However, in
that everyone teases once in a while. The message that many scenarios, that is not the case. If you see a person
Anthony was trying to get across is that this is not a being bullied, it is your responsibility to do something
crime. It is when jokes go too far and you don't realize  about it.

or apologize for your actions, that it becomes a prob-
lem. This week Crestwood is hosting its annual Bullying
Awareness Week. Bullying is an issue that desperately

When most people speak about bullying awareness, needs to be addressed among all youth around the

they send out the simpl e nwdidsBlyiegisafgjuallyutsetbiggedl iesoe fdr teehag- i t . 6
However, Anthony spoke of an even bigger issue than ers and it is important that we all are aware of the effects

bullying itself fi an issue that is ignored most of the it can have on children, teens, and even adults.

JEWISH LIFE IN GERMANY, CONTINUED

A powerful visit can leave you with many emotions When asked if he could take one thing away from the

and possibly fears. o0Many efhtithe mospumMrweMasveryg replied 0
powerful, and it was interesting to see how the archi- part in something like this. It made me more aware of

tecture became part of the exhibit. Many of the muse- the fact that some episodes of history take a long time to

ums were designed to make you feel off balance, and recover from, for individual s and
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EXPERIENCING FORT YORK

BY: ]ONAH PATEL ‘17

Last month, Grade 10 history students went to visit the
historic Fort York in downtown Toronto. The fort was
built in the late 18t century in order to defend our city
from the threat of an attack from the United States. Dur-
ing the war of 1812, American soldiers torched the
grand magazine (where guns and explosives were
kept), causing one of the largest explosions in North
America.

With this being the 100th anniversary of World War I,
Fort York is putting on a special exhibit about how sol-
diers from Toronto contributed to the war. Many men
volunteered and went off to what they thought would
be a great adventure; little did they know what they
were getting into.

In class, we learned about how the war began, and
about the big battles. However, at the Fort York exhibit
we had a chance to walk the grounds and to see what
living conditions were like for the troops. The food that
soldiers were given was bland and processed. We had a
chance to see the beans, spam and even hard tack: the
biscuits that c¢crack your t

Rum and other forms of alcohol were used in World War
I, mostly to ease the
fering from wounds or shell shock.

At that time, the Canadian Army was given very heavy
uniforms that were hard to move around in. The hel-
mets couldn't even protect them from a bullet or protect
the soldiers from any shrapnel that fell on or near them.

At Fort York, | held a gun, and wore a uniform jacket
and a hel met. Personally,
quickly with that heavy rifle on my back, and the jacket
and helmet weighing me down. The soldiers must have
had a lot of strength, endurance, and pride to get
through the war under these circumstances and come
out victorious.

We know now that they helped to make Canada the
country that it is today, but at the time, they just thought
they were doing the right thing. For us, it was a fun day

to take time off of school and walk in their shoes.

eeth if you werendt careful

HE‘ROCK'ULES

BY: HUNTER KELL, ‘15

The film Hercules, released in the summer of 2014 and
directed by Brett Ratner ,
Johnson. It is meant to take place after the 12 labours of
Hercules, following the mythic half -God and mercenar-
ies, fighting for whoever can pay them.

Prior to viewing the film, it is
important to understand that
this is not a direct adaptation

of the ancient tale of Hercules:
the majority of the legend was
formed by the 12 labours. In
the original version of the

myth, Hercules murders his
family; however, in most mod-
ern adaptions of the tale, this is
left completely unmentioned.

In this film adaptation, the

murder of his family is mentioned fi but it is said that
he is framed. This makes Hercules a much more like-
able and relatable character than if he had actually
killed his family. This is an excellent example of some-
times graphic (and culturally incompatible) myths be-
ing altered for a modern market.

History aside, the actual content of the film was largely
impressive. Some of the most enjoyable parts in this
movie are no doubt the intense action scenes. These
scenes would have been great with a completely differ-
8Nt cast, but TheyRogkdugt adgisrapwgoleedimgnsion
of awesome to them. There are such amazing scenes as
The Rock flipping up a cart and kicking it so that it flies
parallel to the ground and hits three people; he also
throws a horse.

The plot of this movie is certainly there (which some
action movies like to forget is a necessary part of a film)
but can seem a little forced at some times. There are a
couple of plot twists but they are largely predictable.

Additionally, the characters in the film are indistinct.
Close to 90% of the characters in this movie are middle
aged men with beards, and they can be very difficult to
distinguish from one another from their looks alone.
Luckily, characters do not matter because the action of
the movie is fast paced and more than compensates for
anything silly and unimportant like character develop-
ment.

Overall, this is a strong action movie inspired by history.
Although the plot at times gets be a little shallow, it is a
very entertaining film and is worth watching.
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